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Research Summary

This research explores the symbolic and artistic use of insects in Ancient
Egyptian art, focusing on how these creatures were utilized as visual elements
that conveyed religious, cultural, and spiritual meanings far beyond their
biological roles. Insects appeared as potent symbols representing rebirth,
protection, fertility, and transformation, playing a central role in expressing the
ancient Egyptians' worldview concerning life, death, and the cosmos.

The study adopts a descriptive and analytical methodology by examining
historical artistic examples such as carvings, sculptures, jewelry, and
architectural ornamentation. Among the most prominent insects featured in
Ancient Egyptian art is the scarab beetle, a symbol of the rising sun and
eternal life; wasps, which signified strength and divine protection; and
butterflies, often linked to beauty and metamorphosis. These symbolic roles
were embodied through meticulous artistic techniques like carving, engraving,
and painting, showcasing the high artistic skill of ancient Egyptian artisans.

The research also sheds light on insects viewed negatively within the cultural
imagination, such as mosquitoes and cockroaches, which were associated
with impurity and disease and were often excluded from symbolic or artistic
representations. In contrast, sacred insects were widely used in jewelry,
amulets, and religious rituals, serving as protective charms and spiritual tools
connecting the earthly realm with the divine.

Findings reveal that the relationship between humans and nature in ancient
Egypt was deeply symbolic and spiritual. Insects were integrated into religious
and artistic consciousness as meaningful symbols, not merely decorative
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elements. This highlights that Egyptian art functioned not only aesthetically
but also as a visual language rich with layered meanings.

The study recommends further interdisciplinary research that combines art,
anthropology, and biology to gain a comprehensive understanding of natural
symbolism in ancient cultures. It also suggests extending the analysis to
include other creatures like reptiles and birds within their symbolic and artistic
contexts. Additionally, the research encourages the integration of these
insights into educational materials and contemporary art exhibitions to
broaden public appreciation of the symbolic and aesthetic legacy of Ancient
Egyptian civilization.
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20 C. Andrews, Amulets of Ancient Egypt (London: British Museum Press, 1994).
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21 H. G. Fischer, Egyptian Titles of the Middle Kingdom: A Supplement to Wm. Ward's Index (n.d.).
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B G. Hart, A Dictionary of Egyptian Gods and Goddesses (London: Routledge, 2005).
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% L. Jones, "Insects in Ancient Egyptian Culture," Journal of Egyptian Archaeology 101, no. 2
(2015)

% M. Lichtheim, "Moral Values in Ancient Egypt: 'Do Not Be Greedy Like the Fly'" The Journal of Near
Eastern Studies (n.d.).
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27 Shaw, "The Environmental Context of Ancient Egyptian Art," Antiquity, Cambridge University
Press (n.d.).

2 The Metropolitan Museum of Art, Heilbrunn Timeline of Art History, accessed
https://www.metmuseum.org/toah.

43


https://www.metmuseum.org/toah

o)loclio @oiall dlno

JOURNAL OF ART & ARCHITECTURE

(vY I &) JEAY) 2 G Sl Leds &l ALY ¥ O L) fanliil 3 e A (R el Lo
Aala gy Siay eadle i iia dla & 5h 5 oill( Y JEE) dasill Hlae 8 il Al
29,380 o305 4akhay A, s e

(sl Laldl) 453030
sl 40yl Gl WE Y (Selket) x5Y a¥) il (534) (as

5 345 glanl) 5058 ol a5 el 205 e Ll Sl sOAS e 3l &g
0p 501 e N ALK
AR g5

wauj;;g;‘zjg;z‘;;@;mﬁg&jwjﬁ“ \L})ﬁd\‘éﬁ\‘)ﬁﬁd\«;tb\l?‘g@)@\ina
4 padl saidall i Sl

sl 5 el G o JR30

Al 45 ylall 3 lmall ) Ay e JA3)

155 Galiaihl 5 (G5 Uil 1345 il 53000 13a 53la% (Juall ladia B 4338 ) 28Uyl g
315205 o sl 5 m stalll o Al g 5l 5 20 S5 s allh s 5

2l (g jlaall (AUl 8 ()

2 University College London, Digital Egypt for Universities, accessed
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42 C. Andrews, Amulets of Ancient Egypt (London: British Museum Press, 1994).
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48 S, Ikram, "Death and Burial in Ancient Egypt," Bulletin of the Egyptological Seminar (n.d.).
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